
October 13, 2017

Steve Sandvoss 
Executive Director, Illinois State Board of Elections 
2329 S. MacArthur Blvd.
Springfield, IL, 62704 

Executive Director Sandvoss,

We write to you today to express our deep concern about how Illinois voter registration data is used, shared, and

protected outside of the State of Illinois. We urge the Board to end the state’s participation in the Interstate Voter

Registration Crosscheck System (“Crosscheck”) and to refuse to comply with the Presidential Advisory

Commission on Election Integrity’s second request for voter registration data.

Continued participation in Crosscheck poses several risks. The data shared with Crosscheck includes personal

identifying information beyond what is normally shared with political parties, such as the last four digits of

social security numbers. Crosscheck creates a central repository for voter data from over two dozen states.

Portions of this data are then shared with the participating states. Both of these scenarios expose over 8 million

Illinoisans to the risk of identity theft if hacked.

More concerning is the fact that Crosscheck is administered by Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach who has a

documented history of authoring anti-immigration legislation and advocating for laws that disproportionately

disenfranchise people of color, the young, and those with low incomes. Since taking over administration of

Crosscheck, Kobach has transformed what was once a legitimate tool for voter roll maintenance into a

propaganda machine for voter suppression efforts.

When Crosscheck returned 400,000 potential voter registration matches to Illinois, based on nothing other than

first name, last name, and date of birth, Kobach labeled these “potential duplicate voters” despite the fact that he

is well aware most records were not matches on the same people, let alone actual duplicate voters. The data

analysis may be free, but at what cost to voters? As the saying goes, “if you’re not paying, you’re the product”.

Ultimately states are being used to provide the data necessary to manufacture statistics to justify new voter

identification laws and to make it harder for some people to vote.

Kobach now serves as Vice Chair of the Presidential Commission which has the same objective as Crosscheck:

use intentionally poor data analysis techniques to create misleading statistics which help to perpetuate the myth

of widespread voter fraud and to further an agenda of voter suppression.

Voting is one of the most fundamental rights and exercises of power available to the American people. We trust

that the Board will do everything in its power to protect Illinoisans’ personal information and the integrity of our

elections. While Illinois has same day voter registration, many states using Crosscheck data do not. Every year



Crosscheck puts millions of registered voters across the country on Kobach’s target list of “potential duplicate

voters”. Simply by being on the list, people face an increased risk of having their registration wrongly

inactivated or cancelled -- Illinois must stop supplying over 8 million records that are used to disenfranchise our

fellow Americans.

There are currently more secure and reliable systems available to maintain voter registration rolls, such as ERIC,

which the Illinois legislature has already mandated the state to join. We again urge the Board to consider the

societal impact of Crosscheck both within and outside of Illinois when weighing continued participation in this

program and to refuse to legitimize the Presidential Commission by providing data that will be used to

manufacture fraudulent statistics.

Sincerely,

State Representative Will Guzzardi State Representative Carol Ammons State Representative Kelly Burke 

State Representative Linda Chapa Lavia State Representative John D'Amico State Representative Laura Fine

State Representative Mary E. Flowers State Representative Robyn Gabel State Representative Greg Harris

State Representative Elizabeth Hernandez    State Representative Jay Hoffman         State Representative Camille Lilly

State Representative Theresa Mah          State Representative Anna Moeller    State Representative Michelle Mussman

State Representative Carol Sente State Representative Juliana Stratton     State Representative Arthur Turner 

State Representative Emanuel Chris Welch
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